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Dear , 
   

You may need to watch out for this one: I have often noted that 

people in the grip of envy or jealousy often do not realize it. This was 
true of me the first time I sat under a major teaching on it. I thought 
to myself, "When I was a kid this was a big problem, but not lately." 

Wrong! The more I listened, the more the Holy Spirit opened my 
blinded eyes to see the how secret operations of this stronghold 
continued after I had pushed it down. The good news about 
conviction is that what you "see" you can learn to avoid!  
  

Steve 
 

How This Stronghold Began     
     You were set up for it from the beginning... 
  

Not receiving a full assurance that we 

are loved, that we belong and that our 
lives therefore hold great meaning and 
purpose, leaves us a prey for the 
undercutting work of envy and jealousy. 
Envy and jealousy scream out: "They are 
getting what I need and deserve!"   

  
Sure it is black-hearted, but it is also revealing of a deep-seated 
pain and an invisible reality: All of us have been robbed. None 
of us are getting what we desperately need and were meant to 
have. The enemy came in through Adam's sin and stole from 
every child what God desired them to receive, even from the 
moment of conception.   

  

All of us were blocked at birth by Adam's nature from knowing 
in the depth of our spirits that we are totally loved, fully forgiven, 
completely accepted by our Loving Father. The spiritual "umbilical 
cord" that was meant to connect us to God's loving heart was 
severed by the Fall.  
 

This deep void cannot be completely filled even by the best of 
parents. That leaves all of us exposed to the temptations of envy 
and jealousy. New birth through faith in Christ restores the 
missing connection, but old emotional habits are hard to break.   
  
We who believe in Christ are inheritors of riches beyond our 
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wildest dreams (Ephesians 1:11-18; Colossians 1:12; 1 Peter 
1:4). But we may still be held captive by the old feelings of 
deprivation and old patterns of striving to get "our fair share."    
  
St. Francis said, "He who has nothing can enjoy everything." That 

may well be true, but only if he (or she) deals with the 
stronghold of envy and jealousy first!  

 

What It Feeds On    
      Starve it death, then take the antidote... 

 

Envy and jealousy grow out of 

three roots: covetousness, pride 

and bitterness. Don't feed these 

roots and the bad fruit of envy and 

jealousy will die off. 

 

1) Covetousness (James 3:14-17). 

To covet is to long for or lust for 

something that is not yours and which belongs to another 

(God or a person).  

 

Covetousness always wants more. It is never content 

with present blessings. It puts us at enmity with others and 

with God (James 4:1-4).1  

 

Covetousness is idolatry. It is putting things before God. 

As soon as our heart covets something we are putting it 

ahead of our relationship with Christ and so we do not 

receive the inheritance of the Kingdom. The Kingdom's 

peace, joy and power are lost to us when we choose an idol 

rather than the Lord (Ephesians 5:3-5). Coveting focuses 

on getting more from God. 

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual 

immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 

covetousness, which is idolatry. Colossians 3:5   

 

2) Pride (1Ti 6:3-5). Pride tries to cover over or fill in the 

awful sense of not really having what we needed (of love 

and acceptance) or of being who we ought to be. 

*    Pride is competitive, comparing our self with others-to 

feel or to prove we are better.    

*    Pride cares less in what it has than whether or not is 

has more or better things than others.  

*    Pride therefore wants more than others in order to be 

above them--and envy sets in. 
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3) Bitterness (James 3:14-16). Bitterness towards others 

makes us resentful when they do well or receive blessings. 

Self-bitterness can make us feel that we haven't received 

what we needed or deserved (self-pity). Either way, if bitter 

envy is in the heart it is something truly demonic and evil. 

Give it no place!   

 

Beware to compare! When we don't get what we want 

and are not content to trust God's provision for us, we may 

look around and compare ourselves to others, wanting what 

they have. You can't win at this. Always some will have 

less, but others more. Trust God to be measuring out what 

blessings are truly right and needful for you and keep your 

eyes on Him. 

Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves 

with some of those who are commending themselves. 

But when they measure themselves by one another 

and compare themselves with one another, they are 

without understanding. 2 Corinthians 10:12    

 

God's Antidote for Envy and Jealousy    
You have to take the medicine daily...   
  

Godly contentment is the opposite of 

envy and jealousy. Paul says that godly 
contentment was something that he 
learned--and we can, therefore, learn it 
too!     
  
Not that I am speaking of being in 

need, for I have learned in whatever 
situation I am to be content. I know 
how to be brought low, and I know 
how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the 
secret of facing plenty and hunger, 

abundance and need. Philippians 4:11-12   
 
 

Contentment is actually great gain. Not only does it give us a 
genuine sense of freedom and well-being, it is one thing that we 
can safely desire to have more of.  
  

Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, for 
we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take 
anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, 
with these we will be content. But those who desire to be 
rich fall into temptation, into a snare. 1 Timothy 6:6-9 

 
Envy and jealousy keep us stirred up and dis-contented. They 
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Mercy of the Son with 
stream  

  
 

keep us thinking about and noticing what others have and what we 
don't have.   
  
Why should this seem so natural? Isn't the Holy Spirit in us 
working to help us notice what others don't have (so we can pray 

for them or serve them) and what we do have (so we can be 
thankful and rest contented). Why is the voice of the enemy so 
much easier to hear? Are we that well practiced at listening to 
him? We need to be much more discerning about which spirit is 
directing our perceptions! 
 
There is a great joy in the world of things and in the operation 

of spiritual gifts, but it is not found in what we can get for 
ourselves by our own striving. True joy is found in what we see 

the Great God of heaven actually giving to us freely out of His love 
and care.    
  
From this faith-awareness of God's favor, flows endless and 

deep satisfaction. That is Paul "secret"! Everything can come to 
be seen as a love gift--both what our All-Loving Father provides as 
well as what He withholds.  And in that there are such treasures of 
contentment, security and love to fill even the emptiest of hearts. 
Let us pray: 
  

Father, forgive me wherever I have doubted your goodness 

or wisdom in how You have provided for me throughout my 
life. Forgive me wherever I have sought Your Hand of 
blessing and failed to seek Your Face of love. Forgive me 
wherever I have measured Your love by my lack, rather than 

by the Cross where You Yourself willingly suffered loss for my 
sake. I see Your love now and I cast myself fully and freely 
upon Your wisdom in what You choose to provide and what 

You choose to withhold. Let it all work to bring me to that 
place of incomparable joy where I finally see all of my life as 
loving gifts from My Beloved.  

 

From We to Thee 

       Preparing for the Harvest... 
  
From the pages of our new 
website forerunners4Him.org 
 has come a new book: 

Salvation Basics: How to Get Saved and Stay Saved. 

  
This is also the book that the men at the Mission have helped me 
to write. It has been through working with them that I have 

gained far more clarity (I believe) into the deeper issues of how to 
stay saved. Hey, we all know that getting saved is easy--it is 
staying in the joy of His salvation (Ps 51) that is the tricky part. 
Check out a sample at amazon. 
  
We will supply this book at half price (for orders of 10 or 
more) to any group or individual wanting to distribute them to 

seekers and new believers!  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GrgreLquFfL_8jdI4DH8uC99G86MDknefG-CFgUkVXjlNSip6_L3zsrZR1N4wrG0Rl2FAFhwkV0Lz4ub_XOP2jmnTeNSP6fYbG9wSGkCcWuDdBbWBG2eUEHMGW8SmoaNGrVFLu7LRm8Hi1CJrMvlMYSTNJiBy-bnrnXCQuWJu_lFvh_dx_FrPUO7Wwjdhu6tG3LhMX2HHIQ2rsmoOehlcyAt2gaqNPQLkFAtof4zcdBvC6cFjjCq0cCqDtflaVzGVbaqs9tKnJ99FKCyD6pANpP7qIgK5DHD&c=dBi-p-V1wtnskXqbfy7o0dTPyctxL_VsXvhhc5wsEwkOVr0HAQEfkA==&ch=bwmDsh144q_Z8nPejelUR0PZbT0kHuX_1_n7kULxReET9spiNyVV5A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GrgreLquFfL_8jdI4DH8uC99G86MDknefG-CFgUkVXjlNSip6_L3zvrVsad4xxZm9zRe-qbwh56R9p6Q24JN_sdDMvI2an6tz87OZhI917w-uKXaL7yZ7_Zh396SJuV6o53YPcbFxX04Y08h65sRNwxZIKHzH8Rnzeug8CYEc-LOxqqpEOqe7B-lNQv-RvNpMhm1JId9Q_0ODzuRoVlwExsKSnW77Iw-&c=dBi-p-V1wtnskXqbfy7o0dTPyctxL_VsXvhhc5wsEwkOVr0HAQEfkA==&ch=bwmDsh144q_Z8nPejelUR0PZbT0kHuX_1_n7kULxReET9spiNyVV5A==
mailto:news@healingstreamsusa.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GrgreLquFfL_8jdI4DH8uC99G86MDknefG-CFgUkVXjlNSip6_L3zsrZR1N4wrG0pptp-GswNWOBNAZuOo_2yoaAyu7PtLBFDW6Wg6Pyb9jDBK25ZJBkEtUa__j0Oc14PyrmCwDidABk-_DEzENllmBJB-zb6VCSI66Kemb2bHOmH0m9GpGOq_K6VvEWG2wuAs_A28WKiA3VeaHCwWlWa5_aQNV50nUVBxoK4F7TXeoaYykUzSgrpvN9vaieUXSVMh_rqgWI9VBdQB8qMpVS-hijghSOAifh&c=dBi-p-V1wtnskXqbfy7o0dTPyctxL_VsXvhhc5wsEwkOVr0HAQEfkA==&ch=bwmDsh144q_Z8nPejelUR0PZbT0kHuX_1_n7kULxReET9spiNyVV5A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GrgreLquFfL_8jdI4DH8uC99G86MDknefG-CFgUkVXjlNSip6_L3zmDv2KQ7n1jnPyLvrGVSEwvCnY4DQGIFT5qBzaqvP-gOa14547HUI3przhwRReq3aa5eUgPgY4p1EV9cd4AuC1y6kmiUWQAebLRKtHcwksS_yWsbkdzKsUwIJpybI147aPDEBjE9XIiVzFNwl-5R4Vk=&c=dBi-p-V1wtnskXqbfy7o0dTPyctxL_VsXvhhc5wsEwkOVr0HAQEfkA==&ch=bwmDsh144q_Z8nPejelUR0PZbT0kHuX_1_n7kULxReET9spiNyVV5A==
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1104839106950
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GrgreLquFfL_8jdI4DH8uC99G86MDknefG-CFgUkVXjlNSip6_L3zvrVsad4xxZmXQPOJxgGHfUmn4IAJQTdanVSY_lbezTmuIz1bxQVVJxz6EJVCFVwuQKG_1FhBPgytoEck-qJqUXK4A7EjCi76Va15Gu8D8rsuWuWISmYbdh60kcf6y1lD6w7Dfi5pnby4O-X2JD_cDo=&c=dBi-p-V1wtnskXqbfy7o0dTPyctxL_VsXvhhc5wsEwkOVr0HAQEfkA==&ch=bwmDsh144q_Z8nPejelUR0PZbT0kHuX_1_n7kULxReET9spiNyVV5A==


 

 Steve and Eunice   

  

Truths with Traction! 
    

A lifetime of learning has gone into the workbook 
that forms the basis of what we teach. Steve likes to 

say that these truths have been field tested! They 
are "truths with traction," guaranteed to get your 
emotional life unstuck from those pesky 
stronghold areas that the enemy loves to bring our walk to a halt 
with.  
 
All it takes is a small investment your time and treasure to have so 

many secrets of the heart opened to your understanding. In our 
seminars it is a constant thrill to see "the lights go on" for the 
students. Now you can have the seminar experience in the comfort 
of your own home! How can you resist? This is the 176 page 8 1/2" 
x11" ring-bound booklet that we use in class. 
   

Our Price: $17.50 

   

Available as a download: $3.00 

  

Healings Streams is a Christian ministry dedicated to helping 
people find peace and freedom from troubling issues of the 

emotional life. Such deep roots often become the source for a host 
of stress related diseases, psychological disorders and addictions. 
Even so, our goal for people is not just escape from emotional 
stress and its consequences, but full entry into true Kingdom living-
-plunging into the river of Peace that flows all around us from the 
throne of Grace.  
                                Let's all jump in! 
   
Sincerely, 

Steve and Eunice Evans 
Healing Streams Ministry 
A branch of Forerunner Ministries, Inc. 
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